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A  F U L L  Q U A R T E R  F O U R

As I  ref lect  on this  past  year,  I  am overwhelmed with gratitude for  the unwavering
support  from both our participants and donors.  Each of  you has been a part  of  the
driving force behind our success.  Together  we have achieved incredible milestones

and created posit ive change in our  community.  I  hope you enjoy these updates on our
programs and successes of  2023!

Best,

Brooke
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O P E R A T I O N  C O N N E C T

OPERATION CONNECT FOCUSES ON FAMILIES IN Q4:

Whew! We feel  l ike  Operat ion Connect  is  exploding,  and we love i t !  We had a  jam-packed
4th Quarter .  Our  favor ite  highl ight  was  the f i rst  TJF Family  Game Night .  Mi l i tary-
connected famil ies  enjoyed a  fun night  with  food,  games,  and crafts!  We are  grateful  to
our  event  sponsor,  NC State's  Jeffrey Wright  Mil itary and Veteran Services ,  and our
amazing volunteers .

We also  had a  fantast ic  t ime at  the  NCNG Boo Bash  th is  year!  Thank you,  North
Carolina National  Guard Family  Programs ,  for  the  invitat ion to  serve  NCNG famil ies!
We think everyone enjoyed decorat ing (eat ing)  Hal loween cookies!  

TJF board member  Jes Averhart  hosted a  Cookies  & Cocoa Holiday Drop-In !  We are
thankful  for  her  wi l l ingness  to  share  our  miss ion and the work she has  been doing with
TJF.  Because of  the  generosity  of  those who dropped in,  we were  able  to  ra ise  funds to
support  mi l i tary-connected teens  in  our  community.



O P E R A T I O N  A R T

NC Veteran Art  Show:  The Joel  Fund and Heart2Hand Veteran Artist  
Bernardine Donato  organized the 2nd annual  North Carolina Veteran Art  Show  at
Tobacco Wood Brewing Company  Thursday,  November  9th-Sunday,  November  12th.
This  show featured 20  Veteran Art ists  f rom across  North  Carol ina representing
mult iple  mi l i tary  branches  and showcasing varying art  mediums.
The Closing Reception featured l ive  readings  of  l i terary  submissions  and gave the
art ists  a  chance to  connect  over  l ight  refreshments.  This  4  day event  highl ighted the
art ist ic  ta lent  and expression within  the local  veteran community.

Thank you to  al l  the  art ists  who part ic ipated,  volunteers  and partners  who helped,
and v is i tors  who attended.

Family  Studio Sunday:  Three famil ies  jo ined us  for
the last  Family  Studio  Sunday of  2023 on December
3rd.  Part ic ipants  worked in  pairs  to  create  teal ight
holders  out  of  a ir  dry  c lay.  Famil ies  took their
creat ions  home with  them to  enjoy.

Stay  tuned for  more Family  Studio  Sunday Workshops
for  mi l i tary  connected famil ies  in  2024!
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2023 SPRING SESSION 1 CLASSES
Woodcarving

Virtual  Photography
Printmaking Workshop

Virtual  Intro  to  Creat ive  Writ ing
Virtual  Writ ing  Your  Book 1

Virtual  F inding Your  Writer ’s  Voice
Fiber  Arts  for  Women
Family  Studio  Sunday
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Operat ion Furnish had a  busy  quarter  to  f in ish  out  the  year .  We del ivered to  7 veteran
households  and picked up several  large donations.  A  special  thank you to  the Nurse
Ambassador Program with IQVIA  for  the  household essentials  g i f t !  

We are  immensely  grateful  to  our  donors  throughout  this  year!  Your  generosity  roughly
totaled $14,000 of  in-kind donations  and provided furnishings  for  34 veteran
households  in  2023.

BUSY 4TH QUARTER FOR OPERATION FURNISH

O P E R A T I O N  F U R N I S H

O P E R A T I O N  A R T  C O N T I N U E D
End of  Fal l  Session 2:  The end of  Fal l  Session 2  c loses  out  2023 Operat ion ART
programming.  This  past  session,  students  sewed inf inity  scarves,  hand-bui l t  c lay,  and
carved spoons in  person.  Onl ine,  students  honed their  photography ski l ls  and continued
writ ing  poems,  stor ies ,  and memoirs .  In  addit ion to  regular  Operat ion ART c lasses,  The
Veterans Life  Center  brought  students  to  TJF for  a  handbui lding c lay  c lass.  

Stay  tuned for  Spr ing Session 2024 c lasses  and workshops!  Spring Session 1  dates  are
January 16th -  February 23rd  and the schedule  is  now l ive.  Spring Session 2  dates  are
March 18th -  Apri l  26th  and the schedule  wi l l  be  released in  February.



T H E  J O E L  F U N D ' S

E V E N I N G  O F  H O N O R

S A V E  T H E  D A T E

9
N O V E M B E R

2 0 2 4
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B E N E F I T

W e  h a d  t h e  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  E v e n i n g  o f  H o n o r  o n

V e t e r a n ' s  D a y !  W i t h  i m m e n s e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  a l l

w h o  c a m e  i n  s u p p o r t ,  B a i l e y ' s  F i n e  J e w e l r y ,

A m e n d o l a  F a m i l y  C i g a r  C o . ,  N C  T a r h e e l  C h a l l e n g e
A c a d e m y  S a l e m b u r g  C o l o r  G u a r d ,  M y s t i  M a y h e m ,

S a m  R o d r i g u e z  I m a g e s ,  B r i a n  P a t e ,  A m y  D o z i e r ,

J i m  D y e r ,  a n d  C a r o l i n a  E x o t i c  C a r  C l u b  f o r  y o u r

e f f o r t s  i n  m a k i n g  t h e  e v e n i n g  s o  m a g i c a l !

B e c a u s e  o f  y o u r  g e n e r o s i t y ,  w e  r a i s e d

$ 6 0 , 8 8 4

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

H Y B R I D
V E T E R A N  C O F F E E

C O N N E C T I O N

E V E R Y  4 T H  W E D N E S D A Y
O F  T H E  M O N T H  |  8 : 3 0  A M

U P C O M I N G :
J A N U A R Y  2 4 T H

F E B R U A R Y  2 8 T H
M A R C H  2 7 T H  

O P E R A T I O N  A R T
2 0 2 4  S E S S I O N

S C H E D U L E

Q U E E N  O F
H E A R T S  R A F F L E

S P R I N G  1 :  J A N 1 6 - F E B 2 3
S P R I N G  2 :  M A R 1 8 - A P R 2 6

S U M M E R :  M A Y 2 0 - J U L 1 2
F A L L  1 :  A U G 0 5 - S E P 1 3
F A L L  2 :  O C T 0 7 - N O V 1 5

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 4

B A G S - N - B B Q
A P R I L  2 0 2 4

F A M I L Y  G A M E
N I G H T
M A Y  2 0 2 4

V E T E R A N S
R E S O U R C E  F A I R

S E P T E M B E R  1 4 ,  2 0 2 4



HYBR I D � C UP S
O F � CO F F E E
S E R V ED

OPER A T I ON � CONNEC T

OPER A T I ON � F U RN I SH

Forever�grateful...
I �wasn’t�expecting�all �of�the�help�I ’ve
received�since�first�contacting�you�but
I �am�forever�grateful. �You�have�taken�a

huge�weight�off �of�my�back.
I’m�so�thankful!!
US �A rmy � Ve te ran

OPER A T I ON � A R T

2 0 1 6 2 0 1 7 2 0 1 8 2 0 1 9

2 0 7 0 1 0 0FOUNDED

2 0 2 0 2 0 2 1 2 0 2 2

1 3 7 0 +1 1 0 0 +3 6 0

2 0 2 3 � Y E A R � I N � R E V I EW
THE � J O E L � F UND

$ 1 . 1M
TOTAL �RA ISED �S INCE � 2016

3 1 8

2 0 2 3 1 9 8 3

TOTA L � V E T ERANS � AND � F AM I L Y �MEMBERS � S ERVED

3 4
HOUSEHOLDS 1 9UN IQUE

COMMUN I T Y
E V ENT S

1 8 8 8
HOURS � I N � THE
C LASSROOM

1 7 9
OPERAT ION � A RT
STUDENTS

SHOWCASED � UN IQUE
P I E C ES � O F � A R TWORK

7 3

THEJOELFUND.ORG

$ 1 5 , 5 0 4
I N - K I ND � TO T A L � O F � DONAT ED
HOUSEHOLD � GOODS � TO
V E T E R ANS � A ND � TH E I R � F AM I L I E S

1 6 9 6
M I L E S � T R A V E L ED

5 0
I N D I V I DU A L S

1 6 9 7 COMMUN I T Y
CONNEC T I ONS

RECONNECTING�VETERANS�TO�LIFE�AT�HOME.

ENGAGE � | � E DUCA T E � | � E N COURAGE �

P A G E  6



t h e j o e l f u n d . o r g

i n f o @ t h e j o e l f u n d . o r g

8 2 2  S .  W h i t e  S t r e e t
W a k e  F o r e s t ,  N C  2 7 5 8 7

Happy Holi days
F R O M  T H E  J O E L  F U N D

2 0 2 3
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G O L D - L E V E L  S P O N S O R S

M O N T H L Y
D O N O R

O N E - T I M E
G I F T

2 0 2 4 - 2 5
S P O N S O R

S U P P O R T  T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T J F
W A Y S  T O  G I V E

O P  A R T
W I S H L I S T

https://www.thejoelfund.org/
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/vMpJWSBhg9HWJoVTqZNLQA
https://www.thejoelfund.org/donate/
https://www.thejoelfund.org/sponsorship-opportunities/
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/K30VHQ9MK2R0?ref_=wl_share

