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O P E R A T I O N  C O N N E C T
OPERATION CONNECT FOCUSES ON COMMUNITY OUTREACH IN Q3:

in  Durham.  The Joel  Fund provided donuts  and spent  the morning engaging in  a  needle
felt ing  act iv i ty .  Students  f rom Duke’s  nurs ing program led the veterans  in  some dancing
act iv i t ies .  Not  only  did  we create  an opportunity  for  veterans  to  engage with  their
peers,  but  TJF also  learned about  v i tal  resources  they needed.

On Tuesday,  August  1st ,  The Joel  Fund part ic ipated in  CASA’s  Veteran Community  Day

CASA VETERAN COMMUNITY DAY

2nd ANNUAL VETERANS RESOURCE FAIR AND STAND DOWN -  DURHAM

Healthcare,
Benef i ts  Navigat ion,
Social  Enr ichment,
Educat ion,
Employment,
Housing,  and 
VA Services

On Saturday,  September 16th ,  The Joel  Fund co-presented the 2nd annual  Durham
Resource Fair  & Stand Down  at  Grey  Stone Church.  This  event  connected veterans  to
resources  focusing on:

With  over  seventy  vendors  in  attendance,  we were  able  to  ass ist  just  as  many veterans
connect  to  the services  they needed.  Employees  f rom DLH  in  Durham provided coffee
and donuts  for  breakfast ,  and the VFW Wake Forest  Post  #8466 Chuck Wagon  provided
hamburgers  and hotdogs  for  a l l  in  attendance.  The event  started with  the Patriot  Guard
Riders  presenting the colors  dur ing the s inging of  the  Nat ional  Anthem.  

According to  those surveyed,  the  event  was  unanimously  successful .
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O P E R A T I O N  C O N N E C T  C O N T I N U E D
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On August  1st ,  Operat ion ART Program Coordinator  Isabella  Brezenski  led  a
needle  fe lt ing  project  with  veterans  f rom CASA.  Needle  fe lt ing  is  a  s imple  project
that  sculptes  soft  wool  into  f i rm shapes  and f igur ines  using a  special  barbed
felt ing  needle.  Using cookie  cutters  as  a  guide,  veterans  fe lted hearts ,  stars ,
a irplanes,  f lowers,  race  cars  and more.  This  s imple  act iv i ty  can be a  great  creat ive
outlet  and stress  rel iever .  Whi le  working on their  creat ions,  veterans  chatted with
one another,  showing how art  can br ing people  together.

CASA ART PROJECT

COMMUNITY OUTREACH THROUGH THE POWER OF ART:

On a  dr izz ly  afternoon,  three mil i tary-connected famil ies  gathered at  The Joel  Fund
Studio  for  the  f i rst  Family  Studio  Sunday of  the  fa l l .  Operat ion ART instructor
Kristianne Ripple  led  part ic ipants,  age 4  to  adult ,  in  the  art  of  pr intmaking.
Famil ies  created je l ly  pr ints  using f lex ible  gelat in  plates.  After  mixing their  own
printmaking ink  to  apply  to  the plates,  part ic ipants  then appl ied r ibbons,  textured
paper,  nett ing to  form imprints  in  the  ink.  After  pressing the plate  to  pr intmaking
paper,  the  reveal  showed that  each beauti ful  pr int  was  unique.  There  are  more
Family  Studio  Sundays  to  come!

FAMILY STUDIO SUNDAY
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The Raleigh Elks  Lodge No.  735  has  been a  great  partner  this  quarter  by  providing
Welcome Home Kits  for  our  veterans  transit ioning out  of  homelessness.  They have a
great  group who gather  the i tems for  the  veterans  in  need and del iver  these i tems to  the
veteran’s  new home.  I t  includes  sheets ,  towels ,  toi letr ies ,  c leaning suppl ies ,  beds,  and
coffee  pots.  We are  immensly  appreciat ive  for  our  community  partners  who help  us  serve
our  veterans!

NEW PARTNERSHIP HELPS US SERVE

O P E R A T I O N  F U R N I S H

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

H Y B R I D
V E T E R A N  C O F F E E

C O N N E C T I O N

E V E R Y  4 T H  W E D N E S D A Y
O F  T H E  M O N T H  |  8 : 3 0  A M

U P C O M I N G :
O C T O B E R  2 5 T H

N O V E M B E R  2 2 N D
D E C E M B E R  2 0 T H

O P E R A T I O N  A R T
S P R I N G

S E S S I O N  1

N O R T H  C A R O L I N A
V E T E R A N  A R T

S H O W

J A N U A R Y  1 6 ,  2 0 2 4
T H R O U G H

F E B R U A R Y  2 3 ,  2 0 2 4

R E G I S T R A T I O N  O P E N S
D E C E M B E R  1 1 ,  2 0 2 3

V E T E R A N ’ S  D A Y  W E E K E N D
N O V E M B E R  9 T H  -  1 2 T H

T O B A C C O  W O O D  B R E W I N G  C O .
2 5 0 0  M E R I D I A N  P A R K W A Y

D U R H A M ,  N C  2 7 7 1 3  
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S U P P O R T  T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T J F
W A Y S  T O  G I V E

1 1
N O V E M B E R

$ 1 5 0  /  T I C K E T
$ 1 2 0 0  /  T A B L E

C O C K T A I L  A T T I R E

D I N N E R  &  D R I N K S

H A N D  R O L L E D  C I G A R S

L I V E  &  S I L E N T  A U C T I O N S

3 1 0 7  G L E N  R O Y A L  R O A D

R A L E I G H ,  N C  2 7 6 1 7

C A R O L I N A  E X O T I C  C A R  C L U B

T H E  J O E L  F U N D ' S

E V E N I N G  O F  H O N O R
B E N E F I T

6 : 3 0  P M

https://www.thejoelfund.org/
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/vMpJWSBhg9HWJoVTqZNLQA
https://www.thejoelfund.org/donate/
https://www.thejoelfund.org/sponsorship-opportunities/

