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2023 SUMMER SESSION CLASSES
MAY 14 -  JULY 14

O P E R A T I O N  A R T
Creative Forces National  Community Convening:
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Please keep an eye out  for  Operat ion 
ART Summer Session Schedule!  The

session dates  are  May 15th -  July  14th.  
Summer c lasses  wi l l  be  v irtual  this  

summer.  Fal l  Session starts  August  7th,  
2023,  and wi l l  feature  in-person c lasses.

Operation ART Program Coordinator  Isabella  Brezenski  was  able  to  attend the 
Creative Forces National  Community Convening  January  29-30,  2023,  in  Washington,  DC.  
The Creat ive  Forces:  NEA Mi l i tary  Heal ing Arts  Network is  an init iat ive  by  the Nat ional  Endowment  
of  the  Arts  that  started in  2011 at  the  Nat ional  Intrepid  Center  of  Excel lence (NICoE)  Walter  Reed 
Bethesda and expanded into  a  network of  c l in ical  creat ive  arts  therapists  at  VA and DOD s i tes  nat ionwide.  
In  2017,  the  network grew to  include community  arts  engagement  s i tes  near  the VA and DOD s i tes  where 
c l in ical  arts  programs existed.  The network al lowed veterans  to  access  community  arts  programming 
speci f ical ly  for  mi l i tary  personnel  in  addit ion to  dance/movement,  art ,  and music  therapies  provided by 
creat ive  arts  therapists .  

In  2021 and 2022,  in  connect ion with  the Creat ive  Forces  community  arts  network,  The Joel  Fund 
conducted a  v i rtual  Writ ing  c lass  at  Walter  Reed Mil itary Hospital  with  Operation ART Writ ing  
Instructor,  June Guralnick ,  for  veterans  and hospital  staf f .  

The Nat ional  Convening was a  chance for  the  c l in ical  and community  arts  networks  to  come together  to  
learn,  connect ,  and network.  For  some,  this  was  the f i rst  t ime meeting fe l low organizat ions  in  person!  
Isabel la  attended this  convening in  person and connected with  mil i tary  arts  organizat ions  near  and far .  
Her  t ime was f i l led with  discussions  surrounding mil i tary  competency,  brand storytel l ing,  data  
col lect ion,  and measuring success.

Women-Only Classes:
Operat ion ART started 2023 with  a  brand new class  for  women only!
The Fiber  Arts  Sampler  for  Women  c lass  began to  provide female  
veterans  with  a  safe  space to  create.  Isabel la  received feedback from a  
few female  veterans  who did  not  feel  comfortable  in  some of  our  c lasses
because they were  the only  woman in  a  c lassroom ful l  of  men.

A women-only  c lass  taught  by  a  female  veteran was created to  serve  this  
group of  students  best .  The instructor  for  this  c lass,  Grace McFetters  
Caldwell ,  i s  an Army veteran working in  f iber  arts  for  many years.  
The Accessible  Weaving for  Women started in  March,  and we plan on
offer ing a  women-only  c lass  in  future  sessions  to  provide the opt ion for  
our  female  veterans.



O P E R A T I O N  A R T  C O N T I N U E D

This  Spr ing,  The Joel  Fund introduced a  Handbuliding Pottery Class  for  People with Visual
Impairments .  The NC Arts  Council  supports  this  c lass  after  The Joel  Fund received a  grant  to  attend the 
LEAD Conference in  August  and establ ish  an accessibi l i ty  in i t iat ive.  Str iv ing to  br ing more accessible  
c lasses  to  al l  veterans  in  our  community,  Isabel la  connected with  VA Recreational  Therapist  Demetris  
McLeod  to  plan an Operat ion ART c lass  for  veterans  with  v isual  impairments.  Students  wi l l  handbui ld  and 
glaze  mult iple  ceramic  pieces  over  this  f ive-week c lass.
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FAMILY STUDIO SUNDAY

IN HONOR OF MONTH OF THE MILITARY CHILD

APRIL 16, 2023

Handbuilding Pottery Class  for  People with Visual  Impairments:

O P E R A T I O N  F U R N I S H

TJF's  Executive Director  Brooke Dickhart  and Operation Furnish Program Coordinator  Emily  Karrick  
v is i ted C3 Church of  Clayton  to  receive  a  generous donation for  veterans  and their  famil ies .  C3's  Serve 
Team gathered Forty- four  laundry  baskets  f i l led with  i tems such as  non-per ishable  food,  paper  towels ,  
toi let  paper,  toothbrushes,  k i tchen dishes,  can openers,  notebooks,  penci ls ,  and t issues.  Their  generous 
donation also  includes  g i f t  cards  to  Food Lion,  Target ,  and Walmart .  C3's  generosity  wi l l  go  a  long way in  
serving veterans  and their  famil ies  through our  Operat ion Furnish Program.  As  of  March 27,  2023,  we 
have served nine households  th is  year .

C3 Church Serve Team Donation:
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O P E R A T I O N  C O N N E C T
Women's  MilVet  Summit  2023:

Women's  Mi lVet  Summit  host ,  NCDMVA ,  invited The Joel  Fund to  share  our  services  and conduct  a  breakout  
session during the summit  on March 7th,  2023.  This  event  provided women veterans,  caregivers ,  and 
mil i tary  spouses  with  resources  and information on benef i ts ,  employment  t ips,  mindfulness,  and art  
expression.  The Joel  Fund Operation ART Instructor,  Grace McFetters  Caldwell ,  taught  part ic ipants  a  
smal l  needle  fe lt ing  project  they could take home.  I t  was  a  fantast ic  event,  and seeing women veterans  
gett ing the support  they needed was beauti ful .  TJF was honored to  present  to  this  group.

2023 Veteran Resource Fair  and Stand Down in  Durham:

TJF is  gear ing up for  the  annual  Veteran Resource Fair  and Stand Down in  Durham on September 16,  
2023 .  S ixty-eight  local  resource providers  registered as  vendors  last  year  and over  300 people  were  in  
attendance.  Vendors  consisted of  community  partners  of fer ing services  such as  housing,  employment,  
educat ion,  hygiene,  mental  health  services,  a  dental  bus,  legal  a id  expunct ion c l in ic ,  COVID-booster  shots,  
a  mobi le  shower  unit ,  and homeless  k i ts .  We are  wel l  ahead of  the  curve this  year  in  terms of  planning and 
look forward to  continuing to  grow this  event  every  year .  

I f  you are  a  service provider  and want  to  register  as  a  vendor,  you may v is i t  thejoel fund.org/resource-fair -  
vendor/ .

I f  you or  your  group are  looking to  volunteer  at  this  event,  you may v is i t  www.thejoel fund.org/veterans-  
stand-down-and-resource-event/ .

Monthly Hybrid NC Veteran Coffee Connection:

The Joel  Fund hosts  monthly veteran coffees  on the fourth Wednesday of  every month .  Our  coffees  
provide a  safe  space for  veterans  to  exchange stor ies  and experience camaraderie  within  the community.  
We take pr ide in  having a  guest  speaker  at  each event  share  about  their  t ime in  the mil i tary  and any 
personal  experiences  related to  their  service  or  t ransit ion out  of  service.  You can join  us  virtually  or  in  
person at  The Joel  Fund ,  822  South White  Street ,  Suite  106,  Wake Forest ,  NC 27587.  V is i t  
thejoel fund.org/north-carol ina-veterans-coffee/  to  let  us  know how you wi l l  be  jo ining us.

" I t ' s  n e v e r  t o o  l a t e  t o  
m a k e  i t  m a k e  s e n s e . "

A M Y  D O Z I E R
N C  V E T E R A N S  C O F F E E  C O N N E C T I O N

2 / 2 2 / 2 0 2 3

https://www.thejoelfund.org/resource-fair-vendor/
https://www.thejoelfund.org/resource-fair-vendor/
https://www.thejoelfund.org/veterans-stand-down-and-resource-event/
https://www.thejoelfund.org/veterans-stand-down-and-resource-event/
https://www.thejoelfund.org/north-carolina-veterans-coffee/


P A G E  5

O P E R A T I O N  C O N N E C T  C O N T I N U E D
Veterans Benefits–Live VA in  My Town Cary,  NC:

TJF had an amazing three days  at  the  Herbert  Young Community Center  dur ing the Veterans Benefits  
Live –  VA in  My Town Cary,  NC .  Over  1000 veterans  were  served from March 23rd through March 25th.  
Operation ART Program Coordinator ,  Isabella ,  shared a  fe l t ing  project  with  Veterans  and their  famil ies  
whi le  passing the t ime to  receive  face-to-face assistance with  VA c la ims.  We loved talk ing with  everyone 
about  our  programs and networking with  other  service  providers  and community  partners.

C O M M I T  T O  G I V I N G  B A C K  C O N T I N U E S

Heading into 2023,  TJF continued our goal  of  gaining 20 monthly donors .  The 2022 
year-end giving campaign al lowed us to add several  monthly commitments.
The support  we receive from our monthly donors is  incredibly impactful.  I t  al lows 
us to invest  strategically  and plan for  the future.

Whether TJF is  connecting veterans through art  classes or  delivering furniture to 
veterans transit ioning out of  homelessness,  we look at  the resources we have now 
and the resources we project  down the road -  monthly gifts  provide valuable 
insight into where we wil l  be in the future.

We can't  do this  work without you!  If  your situation allows, will  you start a  
monthly gift  to The Joel  Fund today?

https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/vMpJWSBhg9HWJoVTqZNLQA
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/vMpJWSBhg9HWJoVTqZNLQA
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S U P P O R T  T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T J F
W A Y S  T O  G I V E

H O T
 

N I G H T
Havana

S A T U R D A Y
A P R I L  2 2 ,  2 0 2 3

P O O L  A T  W A K E F I E L D  C O U N T R Y  C L U B

3 3 5 0  C A N E S  W A Y
R A L E I G H ,  N C  2 7 6 1 4

$ 1 0 0  P E R  T I C K E T

P U R C H A S E  T I C K E T S  A T
W W W . T H E J O E L F U N D . O R G / H O T -  

H A V A N A - N I G H T /

https://www.thejoelfund.org/
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/vMpJWSBhg9HWJoVTqZNLQA
https://www.thejoelfund.org/donate/
https://www.thejoelfund.org/sponsorship-opportunities/
https://www.thejoelfund.org/hot-havana-night/

